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Helping refugees,  transforming lives
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MEDIA RELEASE

For immediate release  27 February 2007

The Australian Refugee Association (ARA) welcomes calls by the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union (CFMEU) for orientation courses for skilled workers entering Australia on 457 visas.

However, ARA recommends social awareness and workplace orientation sessions be conducted upon arrival in Australia as well as before departure.  

ARA Director Kevin Liston says, “Orientation should be conducted as close to the workplace site as possible due to State differences in relevant legislation, including OH&S laws and other more subtle regional differences.”

“There are significant differences between living and working in urban or rural environments and between living in Darwin or Hobart for example.”

“Orientation sessions run locally with up to date information about laws and practices are essential for the effective transition of temporary workers to Australian society. Also, the potential exploitation of workers will be minimalised if workers understand their rights and responsibilities.”
“The Australian Refugee Association with its highly experienced Employment and Settlement teams is well equipped to provide realistic and practical in-country orientation for temporary workers on 457 visas.”
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