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Australia’s Newest Citizens
Firoozeh Dabir and her daughter Diba were among the 80 adults and children pledging allegiance to Australia at the Campbelltown Function Centre. Firoozeh fled Iran and arrived in Australia as an asylum seeker in 2001. She spent her entire pregnancy in the Woomera Detention Centre and Diba was born one month after her release. 

“Getting my citizenship is a huge relief for me. I can finally feel secure and try to get over all that I have been through. It is a very important moment as my daughter who is now five is officially recognised for the first time. She has no status in Iran and until now had none here in Australia,” says Firoozeh.

Even though Diba was born in Australia she did not receive Australian status because her parents were on Temporary Protection Visas (TPV). ARA director Kevin Liston says, “Citizenship to Australia brings a sense of security and finality to the traumatic refugee experience. It is now that people can move on with their lives and feel that they are real members of the community.”

Councils are hosting additional citizenship ceremonies this year to accommodate the increased number of applications before the citizenship tests are introduced. “The media attention and debate about the test has raised awareness and motivated people to take out citizenship. There is a level of uncertainty and fear that the Australian Government will increasingly make it harder to qualify, which has also led to the sudden increase in applications,” says Mr Liston.  

The Australian Refugee Association is co-hosting a Forum called The Road to Citizenship as part of Refugee Week with the Sudanese Community Association and the Muslim Women’s Association on Thursday 21st June at Bethlehem House, Flinders Street from 12-2pm.
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