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KEVIN LISTON, ARA AND REFUGEE WEEK

Refugee Week is soon approaching from June 17th-23rd. Events are scheduled around the nation in support of refugees and the significant contribution they are making to Australia. The full Refugee Week Calendar can be viewed online at www.ausref.net
This year’s theme of “youth”is a local adaptation of the UNHCR's focus for World Refugee Day, which will be on the unheard voices of refugee children.  The Australian theme broadens the focus to teenagers and young adults as well. 
Kevin Liston is the Director of the Australian Refugee Association (ARA) and is a leading expert on refugee issues. With 24 years experience at ARA he has a wealth of current on the ground knowledge embedded within a full understanding of the historical contexts and different groups of refugees who have made Australia home. 

On a national level Kevin’s work in policy development as both a Member of the Refugee Resettlement Advisory Council for the Minister for Immigration, and Citizenship and as a Board Member for the Refugee Council of Australia, means he can articulate the advances and concerns that ARA and the refugee sector at large have about refugee and migration policy.

Kevin is one of the most experienced and knowledgeable authorities on refugee issues in South Australia. Since 1983, he has worked with every wave of refugees, including those from Vietnam, Chile, El Salvador, former Yugoslavia, the Middle East and Africa. He was deeply involved in helping asylum seekers (boat people) form Afghanistan, Iran and Iraq in the late 90s and early 2000s.

Kevin is the Director (executive) of the Australian Refugee Association and non-executive Director (Board Member) of ARA Jobs Pty Ltd, which is a wholly owned subsidiary of the Australian Refugee Association Inc. and a Job Network Provider. ARA Jobs has the only specialist contract for Non-English Speaking Backgrounds (NESB) jobseekers in the state.  

Before migrating to Australia in 1982 Kevin studied and worked in Ireland, Scotland, Italy, Kenya and USA. He is from a bilingual background in Ireland and is a gifted speaker. He acquired his academic qualifications in a Bachelor of Philosophy (BPh) at the Lateran University in Rome, Italy (1965).

Kevin describes his personal vision of:

· Refugees - freed from situations of persecution and oppression all over the world, establishing homes for themselves and their families in Australia with a real sense of freedom and security.

· Migrants -  becoming part of the emerging Australia which will provide an enhanced future for both themselves and Australian-born people.

· Cultural diversity - as the “gene-pool” which will lead to a richer and better quality of life for all Australians.

Kevin Liston is available for comment anytime: 
Mobile 0411 197 829 

Tel: 8354 2951
Email Kevin.liston@ausref.net
