BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES

The Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Office is responsible for maintaining registers of births, deaths, marriages, changes of name, adoption of children and reassignments of sex that occur in South Australia. The Office also issues certificates for entering information in the registers and conducts civil marriage ceremonies.
The registration of a birth, death or marriage is a legal requirement. Birth, death and marriage certificates are not issued automatically following the event.  If you would like to get a birth, death or marriage certificate, you must apply through the Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Office and pay $35.25.
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It is compulsory and free to register your child’s birth, but it will cost you money to get the Birth Certificate.  Birth Certificates are required for many reasons such as school enrolment, obtaining a passport or driver's licence, sporting clubs, Centrelink benefits, etc. and are available from the office five working days after registration occurs. 


Birth Certificates are NOT issued automatically following registration of a birth, they are only issued once you apply and pay the fee of $35.25.


If you do not register your child’s birth, or give false or misleading information, you can be penalised under the Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 1996.
To register a birth:

· Complete the Birth Registration Statement given to you at the hospital after the birth of your child. 

· Deliver or post the Statement to the address provided within 60 days of your child's birth. 

· In the case of a multiple birth a separate Statement must be completed for each child. 

· Make sure the Statement is filled out clearly, and carefully check that all details provided are correct. Inaccurate information may delay registration of the child's birth or cause problems at a later stage.  It will cost you $166.25 to change the name after the birth is registered.
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DEATHS

Registering a death is a legal requirement and in almost all circumstances, the Funeral Director will take care of the Registration of Death for you.  However, the closest relative is also able to do this in some circumstances.

Death certificates are available from the office five working days after registration, and are usually ordered for you by your Funeral Director.  These will also cost $35.25.
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After your marriage takes place, your celebrant (including registered religious celebrants) will forward all necessary papers to the office to register your marriage, therefore there is no need for you to contact the office.


Certified copies of marriage certificates are available after registration for $35.25.

This information has been adapted from the Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration website.  For more information, contact:

Office of Consumer and Business Affairs

Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Office
Address: Level 2, Chesser House, 91-97 Grenfell Street, Adelaide SA 5000

Postal Address: GPO Box 1351, Adelaide SA 5001

Telephone: (08) 8204 9599 (general enquiries)
Website: www.ocba.sa.gov.au (registrations can also be completed online)
Translating & Interpreting Service (TIS)
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