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Do you want to buy a Car?


· Why do you want to buy a car ? 

· What kind of car do you need ? How much money can you spend?
Do I need a Driver’s Licence?

You need to have a South Australian driver’s licence to drive a car. How to get a driver’s licence: 
· If you already have a driver’s licence from your home country or another state, you must convert it into a South Australian driver’s licence within 3 months from your date of arrival. This means you have to pass a theoretical and possibly also a practical test. 

· If you do not have a driving licence, you will need the following:
Theoretical test ( Learner’s permit ( Driving school ( Practical driving test ( Provisional licence

Where can I buy my car?

You can buy your car from a licensed dealer: Check advertisements in papers, internet, retail outlets (car yards). Compare! 

· How old is the car? How many kilometres? Get the car checked out by a qualified person. You can also use the Royal Automobile Association (RAA) or a Motor Trade Association (MTA) service centre. 

· Call the person that owned the car before; he/she may know a lot more about the car than the dealer.  

· You can go on a test drive! Ask the dealer if he/she covers the car in case of an accident during the test drive. 

· Read and understand all the papers before you sign them. Once you sign, you are legally committed.

You can buy your car from a friend or a person that is not a car dealer.

· This may be cheaper, but you are less protected under the law. Find out if the car has been paid for completely by the last owner. This is important so that no one can claim your car after you have bought it. 

· Be careful when you borrow money. High interest rates can make a car very expensive. 

What do I have to pay for before I can drive my car?

· There are a few fees that you HAVE to pay. You have to register your car and pay a registration fee. You also have to pay stamp duty. Call 13 10 84 to find out where to register your car. You need to be insured so that you and any other person involved in an accident are covered in case they die or get injured. This insurance is called Third Party Insurance.
· Insurance that you can CHOOSE: If you have an accident and damage the car of another person, you will have to pay the costs. You can however get an insurance called Third Party Property Insurance that will help you pay the costs. It does NOT cover the damage caused to YOUR car. 
· NOT being insured: If you are not insured, an accident can become very expensive. If you hit a new car of another person, you will have to pay the full costs for their car and yours as well.
How much does it cost to own a car?

If this is not affordable, there are other options such as riding a bike and catching public transport, which are much cheaper and much better for the environment.  Owning a car is not the only option!
What if my car breaks down?

· You should regularly check the oil and see if the lights work.

· The tyres, breaks, lights and engine need to be in good condition. If they are defected, the car can be taken off the road and you will have to pay a fee to clear it. 

· It pays to have your car serviced regularly. As a minimum, you should service your car annually.
· Ask friends and relatives for the names of repairers they use and are happy with. Ask the repairer to write down how much the repairs will cost before any work has been done. Tell him that you must be contacted before any additional work is begun. If you have bought your car from a registered car dealer, the repairs may be covered by the warranty. Keep the receipt for the warranty.  
· If your car gets stolen, call 131 444.
What if I have an accident?

· Do not leave the scene. Help if people need your help. Call the police. 

· If it is a small accident, leave your contact details. 
· If you want to lend your car to friends and family members, first check insurance cover.
What happens if I break the law?

· You will have to pay a fine for speeding or not parking correctly.
· You will have to pay a fine for driving an unregistered vehicle, or if you drive without a license you can be fined, have your license disqualified or even be imprisoned if you have been convicted more than once.
LINKS:

www.transport.sa.gov.au
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Price of car (Loan and interest) + Registration fee + stamp duty + insurance + petrol + parking costs + repairs + service + fines or accidents + ? =   ???      Affordable?








