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‘Living in Harmony’ project brings primary school students together
The Australian Refugee Association’s ‘Living in Harmony’ project has been offering students from four Adelaide primary schools the chance to learn about cultural differences in the community, whilst focusing on common Australian values.
Cowandilla, Clarendon, St John Bosco and St Andrew’s schools have so far participated in a Harmony Day event, where they enjoyed Afghan jalabi and Sudanese donuts, formed friendships through get-to-know you activities and enjoyed a performance by Indigenous artist Matthew Johnson. They also created posters on the importance of harmony in the community. At the end of May, students will have the opportunity to visit their partner school, where they will experience how other students learn in Adelaide. In July they will then participate in a dialogue session, where they will share the values that they think are important in society, and experiences that they have had in growing up or moving to Australia. 
There is often a lack of understanding in the general community about the conflicts and traumas that have led people, especially refugees, to settle in Australia. It is also challenging for young people 
from the refugee population to learn about Australian values and to attempt to reconcile their parents' value systems with that of the Australian mainstream. This initiative is designed to foster understanding and break down these barriers between students of all backgrounds. A film of the experience is being produced, to be released with a teaching manual at the end of the year.
This project is proudly supported by the Australian Government’s Living in Harmony programme.  Administered by the Department of Immigration and Citizenship, the Living in Harmony programme aims to promote mutual respect, Australian values, participation in the Australian way of life and a sense of belonging for everyone.  For more information on the Living in Harmony programme, visit www.harmony.gov.au  
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