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Homework Clubs
Australian Refugee Association
304 Henley Beach Rd, UNDERDALE SA 5032
Tel. (08) 8354 2951, Fax. (08) 835n4 2953
Website. www.ausref.net
Homework Clubs is a highly successful ARA program, run in partnership with local councils and service providers and is currently funded by the Department of Immigration and Citizenship.  It is a community program aimed at assisting high school students from refugee backgrounds with their studies and overall schooling experience.  The Homework Clubs program started in July 2006.
Rationale for Homework Clubs

Students from refugee backgrounds face incredible challenges in mainstream Australian schooling.  Most have received limited (if any) formal education prior to arriving Australia due to their refugee experience.  They face constant uphill battles as they struggle to integrate into this vastly different culture and way of life.  Schooling is incredibly difficult – not only are they learning English as a Second Language, they are often learning ALL subjects for the very first time.  Some students are in their late teens and attending school for the first time in their life.  

After attending a New Arrivals Program for up to 2 years, students transition to mainstream schooling where they are placed in a year level with their age group.  This often means that students are placed in a grade that is much higher than their actual academic level.  Students struggle to engage in their schooling when there is such a vast gap in their prior knowledge and understanding.  School retention is a key issue for these students (particularly those from African backgrounds) as not only do they have vast educational challenges, but many are struggling with the transition to Australian culture and are often dealing with issues such as racism, effects of trauma and possibly torture, loss of family members/parents etc.

Primary Objectives of the program include:

· Students feeling supported in their education;

· Assisting students from refugee background to be able to cope (and succeed) in mainstream education;

· Empowerment of refugee students to achieve their goals in education and employment;

· Integration of refugee students into the Australian school culture;

· Increased awareness in schools re support needed for students from refugee backgrounds.

How does the program work?
Homework Clubs operates 5 clubs per week at Greenacres, Woodville, Salisbury and Findon.  Clubs run from 4 – 6pm on Monday – Thursday.   Approximately 60 volunteer tutors work across the 5 clubs, supporting high school students on a one-on-one basis.  Volunteers act as mentors and tutors, assisting with English language learning, school homework and just generally adjusting to the Australian education system and school culture.  Volunteer tutors are a mix of university students, teachers, retired teachers, general community members and mainstream high school students (as peer mentors).  All volunteers undertake relevant interviews and screening processes (eg police checks) and receive appropriate training.
Volunteers work with students on an individual basis, focusing on assignments and school work set by subject teachers at school.  Students need assistance in all subject areas from Year 8 to Year 12, in subjects ranging from English/ESL, Studies of Society and Environment, PE, Maths, Science, Home Economics, Tech Studies, IT, to Physics, Chemistry, Biology, and Women’s Studies.

A healthy snack is provided at Homework Clubs (students come directly from school) to boost their energy and allow them to concentrate for a further 2 hours.

We are sometimes able to provide transport home.  Transport home is provided by a hired bus, taking students directly to their homes.  This is for duty of care reasons (many families do not own a car and students rely on public transport).  

Homework Clubs is a safe and friendly environment, where students know they can come to receive support and assistance with their school work.

Success of Homework Clubs
Homework Clubs is a very successful program, having engaged over 200 young people from refugee background in the past two years.  Current numbers of students accessing the program are approximately 100 students per week.  Some of these students come to more than one Homework Club session per week to gain as much help as they can.  Students from 25 metropolitan high schools currently participate in the program on a weekly basis.
Through homework and English language support, the Homework Clubs program assists these young people to have a positive schooling experience and assist them to achieve their full potential.
ARA Homework Clubs has received recognition from the Department of Immigration and Citizenship, being highlighted in their recent national publication Empowering Refugees: A Good Practice Guide to Humanitarian Settlement.
Comments from participants include:

“I feel support at Homework Club and I feel good because I get help for my homework and I thank the people for help.”

“On behalf of the homework club I would like to thank Australian Refugee Association who organised for us homework club.  This homework club was started by fewer students from different schools and it’s currently getting bigger.  It is real significant for us because it has being a great place to study.  Once again I would like to thank our wonderful volunteers who coached us to learnt sorts of skill in different subjects.  These sorts of skills can help us to achieve our goals in future and think some day to be volunteers.  Also we met new people who full of joy and happiness ready to aid us.”  

Time & Locations
Homework Clubs are located at the following places:

Location




Day


Time

GREENACRES



Mondays

4.00 – 6.00pm
Greenacres Library

2 Fosters Rd, GREENACRES
SALISBURY




Tuesdays

4.00 – 6.00pm

Twelve25 Youth Centre

17 – 19 Wiltshire St, SALISBURY

WOODVILLE




Tuesdays

4.00 – 6.00pm

Youth Central







65 Woodville Rd, WOODVILLE






WOODVILLE




Wednesdays

4.00 – 6.00pm

Youth Central







65 Woodville Rd, WOODVILLE



FINDON




Thursdays

4.00 – 6.00pm
Findon Library
Findon Shopping Centre

Corner Grange and Findon Roads, FINDON

How You Can Become Involved
There are several ways in which you can support the Homework Clubs program.

· Volunteer at a Homework Club – as a mentor/tutor in a one-on-one capacity with a high school student.
· Make a donation to the Australian Refugee Association to support the Homework Clubs program.
· Sponsor a Homework Club - Transport eg fund the bus transport home for one of the clubs for one year.

· Sponsor a Homework Club – Food eg fund the food snacks for one of the clubs for one year.

· In-kind donation of text books, dictionaries, stationery or studying equipment for use at Homework Clubs.

· Spread the word about the Homework Clubs program to help raise support and community awareness.

· Refer students to the program.

More Information
For more information, or to discuss the Homework Clubs program please contact ARA on 8354 2951 or www.ausref.net 
Information Sheet updated June 2008.
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